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INTO THE 


'F REASU R Y, 


Some ſerious REMARKS on tha ſolemn and 
indiſpenſable Duty of duly attending Aſſemblies 
for divine Worſhip, incumbent upon all Perſons 
come to Years of Underſtanding (eſpecially the 
Profeſſors of T RUTH) whilſt favour'd with 
Health, Strength and Liberty; together with 
ſome due ANIMADVERSIONS upon the Neglect 
thereof; as alſo a Word of Conſdlation to ſuch 
ſincere hearted Friends, as are render'd incapable 
of perſonally attending them, by reaſon of old Age, 
ſome bodily Diſorder, or Confinement, &c. | 


To which is Subjoin'd, 
An EPISTLE to FRIENDS of 
Knareſborough Monthly - n. 


By DAVID HALL. * 


For ola two or three are gather'd together in my Nang, 
there am I in the Midſt of them, Mat. xviii. 20. 


I beſeech you, therefore, Brethren, by the Mercies of God, 
that ye preſent your Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reaſunable Service. Kom. xii. I. 


Not forſaking the Aſſembling of ourſelves together, as the 
Manner of ſome is; but Exhorting one another, and ſo 
much ws more, as you ſee the Day approaching. Heb. x. 25. 
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PREFACE. 


FRIENDLY READER, 


AY it be remember d that when Moſes, 
that eminent and faithful Servant of the 

1 75 even the Mediator of the firſt Covenant, 
having been, by divine Commiſſion and Aſiftance, 
Signally and ſucceſsfully inſtrumental in delivering 
poor fighing and groaning Iſrael out of the Egyptian 
Bondage, and was now bringing them on thetr 
Way towards the Land of Promiſe, flowing with 
Milk and Honey, being right ſenſible how liable 
People are, (if not truly watchful) who have been 
very humble while in Aber and Afliction, to 
become careleſs and forgetful of the Lord and his 
Succour in their foregoing Trials, when Proſ- 
perity ſmiles upon them, gave them the following 
timely Precautions and ſeaſonable Charges, worthy 
1 their and our due Obſervation and Notice, ſay- 

ing, Hear O Iſrael, the Lord our God is one Lord. Dent. vi. 
And thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all 282 
thine Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with 8 2 
all thy Might. And theſe Words which I com- 
mand thee this Day ſhall be in thine Heart. 
- og 2 And 
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And thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy 
Children, and ſhalt talk of them when thou ſit- 

teſt in thine Houſe, and when thou walkeſt by JF 
the Way, and when thou lieſt down, and when 
thou riſeſt up. And thou ſhalt bind them for a 
Sign upon thine Hand, and they ſhall be as 
Frontlets between thine Eyes. And thou ſhalt ; 
write them upon the Poſts of thine Houſe, and 
on thy Gates. And it ſhall be when the Lord 
thy God ſhall have brought thee into the Land * 
which he ſware unto thy Fathers, to Abraham, 7 
| to Jſaac and to Jacob, to give thee great and 
| || goodly Cities which thou buildedſt not, and 
24 Houſes full of all good Things which thou 
filledſt not, and Wells digged which thou dig- 
gedſt not, Vineyards and Olive-Trees which 
4 thou plantedſt not; when thou ſhalt have eaten 

| and be full, then beware leſt thou forget the 
| Lord, which brought thee forth out of the Land 
of Egypt, from the Houſe of Bondage. '1 i 


But alas ! though Iſrael, during the Life of 3 
| Joſhua, and of the Elders that overliv'd Joſhua, RX 
| were preſerv'd in ſome good Degree within the 
| Bounds of good Order and Moderation, yet oo 
| many of the ſucceeding Generation took undue \* 
| | Liberties, and Jeſhurun waxed fat, and kicked. * 
|| Have not we juft Cauſe to fear, that this is 

| too much the Caſe with many of the Profeſſors 7 
| the bleſſed Truth in theſe Days, wherein ſo great 
| a Calm and Quiet, I ſay, in ſo gracious @ Tole- 
ol ration as is now mercifully enjoy d by us? 
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The PREFACE, 


e have now a large ſucceeding Generation 
coming up in our Society, but too few of them 
growing up in the real Work of Regeneration, 
end Obedience to the holy Spirit, eis profeſi d 
Principle, whence divers undue Liberties in 8 peech, 
Habit and Deportment, quite inconfiftent with our 
7 ſaid Principle, are run into. Some are ſeemingly 
3 ſearing aloft as into the Air, as though they were 
above the Reproofs and Teachings of the meek & pi- 
rit of bumble Jeſus; others are grovelling as in 
2 the Earth, and they are hiding their Talents, tho 
Z perhaps wrapp'd up in a Napkin of ſeeming or 
moral Righteouſneſs : Others ſeem neither to be on 
2 the Wing in the airy Regions, nor yet cboa d 
with gaping and graſping after the Earth, but 
3 wrapp'd up, and, as it were, lull d in that careleſ; 
State of Indolence and baſe Neutrality, Somewhat 
like the Inhabitants of Laiſh, and the ſecure Zido- 
Znians, as if they were not accountable Creatures 
Vor any Stewardſhips, either in Temporals or Spi- 
= rituals : Others, again, are in the other Extream, 
of © 2 ſuing the World as if it were their ſummum 

num, or chjefeſt Good, launching out into Mul- 
ho tiplicity of 5 7 as a Horſe into the Battle ; 
mean while neglecting their reſpeftive ſpiritual 


wi Talents, and conſequently the greateſt and far 
1 mot important Buſineſi of their Day and Gene- 
5 : ration, and for want of minding the Directions of 
of | © che great PILOT, even the Spirit of Truth they 
2 Bree oſs, they are often driven into, and (as I may 
le Ray) miſerably ſhipaoreck'd upon that ſcandalous 


Arik of Inſolvency ; and although ſome of our 
great, buſiling, extenſive Tradeſmen may not 


A 3 perhaps, 
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erhaps, as to their outward Affairs miſcarry, yet, 
alas ! they are often ſo much involv'd and taken 
„ up with the Hurries, Projects and Cares about 
Things of this Life, that they prove lamentably 
deficient in thoſe moſt material and weighty Parti- 
culars, viz. In working out their own Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling, and in glorifying- | 
| God in their reſpeCtive Services in the Church, 
= and in their own Families. Notwithſtanding theſe * 
' laſt Obſervations, there are, I hope, ſome, though ©? 

N too few, extenſive Tradeſmen, who, are very care- 
1 ful that their Hearts may have Room in them for 
| _ the pure Religion and undefiled before God and 
| the Father, and that the Temple may not be un- 
| ſuitably crowded with Money-Changers and their 
| Tables; but that their Hearts (though ſometimes 
| neceſſarily buſy in Commerce) may be preſerved * 
| || really a Houle of Prayer. Theſe religious Tradeſ= * 
| men are truly worthy of double Honour, remarkable Þ 
for their prudent and Chriſtian Conduct and For- 
Lf | titude, not ſuffering Mammon to be their Maſter, 
30! but keeping him in his Place, at a proper Diſ- 
N tance, as their Servant ; ſo they are in a Capacity 
to ſerve God, their Lord and Maſter, and chiefeft & 
Sovereign, and alſo his Church and People in their 
| reſpective Places. This kind of honourable Tradeſ- 
men, being above all other Things concern d to 
1 inibrove their Talents of Grace, dare not eafily 
omit attending their religious Meetings, either on 
the Firſt-days, or other Days of the Week ; yea, 
| ſome have even ſhut up their Shops during the * 


VNUœ—jEjpM— ß y —_ 


Meeti ng-time on the Week-days, leſt their Shops ; : 
ſhould have ſhut them up, and debarr'd them 
| #1 Yom f 
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from the Enjoyment of Chriſt's Company with the 
two or three met in his Name: May not we account 
theſe like faithful Abraham, who ſaid to his Ser- 
| #3 wants upon à weighty Occaſion, Abide ye here, 
and I and the Lad will go yonder and worſhip, 
an and come again to you. HY hen this Sort of highly 
valuable Tradeſmen are occafionally call d abroad, 
and are Riding their Circuits among their Chap- 
men, they endeavour, I believe, to get to as many 
, * Meetings, even on the Week-days, as they well can: 
* Theſe have good ground to hope for and expect the 
3 Bleſſing of kind Providence to attend their honeſt 
Endeavour. | 


We have alſo ground to fear, that tos many under 
our Name keep and frequent unſuitable Company, 
taking more Pleaſure in the Society of Wine- 
® bibbers, af the Tavern or Alebouſe, than with the 
tuo or three af the Meeting, waiting for the Ap- 


| 3 pearing of bleſſed Jeſus. 


Moreover, another affiifting 1 Di ſorder, 
and, I fear, a growing Evil, in theſe Times of 
Liberty and Eaſe from Perſecution, is Mixt- 
Z Marriages, which generally uſher Confufion, Trou- 
ble and Perplexity into Families and the Society, 
much grieving, and almoſt (if not quite) breaking 
* the Hearts of good Parents, ſo that many anxious 
= Fathers and Mothers, obſerving with Sorrow the 
wide Courſes which many are taking, do in Effect, 
frequently revolve in their penſive Hearts that 
mournful Query of ſolicitous Rebekah of old, I 
| A 4 | 


vin The PREFACE; 


If my Child or Children do as ſuch and ſuch 
have done, what good ſhall my Life do me! 


Again, tis much to be fear d there are fome { I 
wiſh had ground to ſay there are none) guilty of 
that abſolute and abſurd Contradiction 1 7 ing 
the peaceable Spirit of meek Jelus, K King of. 
Salem, and the Prince of Peace, and at the ſame. 
time are litigious and contentious Perſons, ſeems. 
ing to delight in Strife, and ſtriving for Maſtery, * 
: either in the Church, or among Neighbours, or, it 
N may be, ſometimes botb. The Eyes of the 
| People have long been, and ftill are upon us, and 
; Conſidering the Extent of our high Profeſſion, have, 
and do make their Remarks upon us, and can quickly. 
obſerve when our Conduct is confiſtent with our. 
profeſs d Principles, and when repugnant thereto, 
either in Habit, Speech or Deportment. Have 
not ſome been ready to make the following Obſer va- 
tions? Such an one is an honeſt primitive Quaker, 
bis or her Dreſs, Addreſs, and whole Conduct, 
agree to what he or ſhe profeſſeth. But ſuch and 
fuch are Modern, faſhionable Quakers, They 
feſs the Spirit, yet, it is plain they live after the 
Fleſh ; ſo they are but Nominal Quakers, 


| Now inaſmuch as the Continuance of ' the above 
mention'd Errors (and all others wy are owing to, and 

cauſed by Mens flighting and diſregarding the 
Jpiritual. Appearance and refining Work of Grit | 

in their Hearts, who is now come in Spirit to put 

an End to Sin, and to finiſh Tranſgreſſion, to make. 

Neconciliation, to bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs; 
| an 


and inaſmuch as le hath promiſed bis bleſſed Pre- 
fence 50 thoſe who, ' though very few in Number, f 
meet in his Name, I have in much good Will wrote 


the following Lines for the Encouragement of the 


faithful and diligent, and for the roufing, if poli- 
tle, the remiſs and negligent, to that highly neceſſary 
and profitable Duty of rightly attending religious 
Meetings, where he hath promiſed to be in the 


Midſt of ſuch Meeters : So that Mens neglect- 
ing being the Cauſe of theſe their continued Dif 
orders (as Chriſt ſaid, — While Men flept, an 
Enemy did Miſchief in the Field) this being 
diſcontinued, and a vigilant Diligence being uſed. 
in the room thereof, that evil Cauſe being thus taken 


£eaje. p 


| _ the evil Effects thereof might conſequently 


But in caſe, after theſe my honeſt Endeavours and 


Labours of Love, I ſhould be blamed for making the 


following Remarks, or producing particular Inſtances 


of the bad Effects commonly attending the forſaking 
of religious Meetings, as though Texpoſed the Weak- 
neſs ſubfiſting in our Society; J aſſure thee, friendly 
Reader, I am far from upbraiding any of my 


N Friends with their Failures, but in good Will to 


the Cauſe, and the Souls of all, I found myſelf en- 
gag d to write ſomething on theſe Neglects and Diſ- 
orders, and the pernicious Conſequences thereof, 
which Jong before I pen d theſe Lines, were too noto- 
rious, being plainly expoſed by the very Per 
themſelves, found in the Errors ſpoken of here, 


and in the ſubſequent Lines; ſo that the Remarks 
made, and the Inftances produced of the Deficiences- 


of 
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of any of the Profeſſors of Truth, proceed not from 
ill Will, or were hidden Things heretofore, and now 
brought to Light, but alas ! have long been con- 


Ila. Iviii. ſpicuous and noted by many. For notwithlanding 
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the Prophet/of old was commanded on this wiſe, 
Cry aloud, and ſpare not, &c. yet I ſhould be 
very ſorry from hence, to preſume to ſay or write 
any thing againſt the real Intereſt of the good and 
great Cauſe, or 10 the Prejudice of any Mans 
Perfon, Condition or Character, but compaſſiona- 
ting my Brethrens Ailings and Failings, am rather 
ready to cry out, Tell it not in'Gath, publiſh it 
not in Aſbkelon. e e 


In nuch Humility and good Will to the Souls 
S all, I caſt my Bread upon the Waters, and 
Subſerive myſelf, 


Thy really affectionate Friend, 


DAVID HALL. 
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To ALL THE 


| PROFESSORS | 


OF THE 


Bleſſed Truth, 


Whades the ſubſequent Lin es may come. 


DEAR Dn 126 


N the univerſal Love of the glorious Goſpel 
of Chriſt, which ever breathes out, Glory 
to God in the higheſt, on Earth Peace, and 


good Will towards Men, I cordially falute you, 


and therein take Freedom humbly to offer the 
following Obſervations to your ſolid Conſidera- 
tion. 

Notwithſtanding, with much Comfort I 


firmly hope, we have a large Number in our 
| Society | in a good degree faithful to the Principle 
of Truth we profeſs, giving Diligence 70 make 


their Calling and Election ſure, walking circum- 


ſpetly and honeſtly as in the Day, both with 


regard to their moral and religious Converſation, 
though not without their reſpective Exerciſes on 
divers Accounts, not daring to forſake the aſem- 

bling 
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bling of themſelves pn whilſt capable; for 
the Encouragement of all ſuch beloved Brethren 
and Siſters, whereſoever their Lots are caſt, (to 
whom my Heart is nearly knit in the Unity of 
the Spirit and the Bond of Peace) it ſprings up 
in my Mind to remind them of the Apoſtle's 


Gal. vi. 9. tendet Advice, Let us not be weary in well 


doing, for in due Seaſon we ſhall reap if we faint 


James v. not. Be patient therefore, Brethren, unto the 


Coming of the Lord. Behold the Huſtandman 
waiteth for the precious Fruit of the Earth, and 
hath lng Patience for it, until he receive the 
early and latter Rain. Be ye alſo patient; ſtabliſb 


your Hearts, for the Coming of the Lord draweth 
1 Pet. i. nigh. Wherefore gird up the Loins of your Mind, 


be ſober, and hope to the End, for the Grace that 
is to be brought unto you at the Revelation of Jeſus 


| N 1Cor.xvi. Chriſt. Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the Faith, quit 
| "3+ "+ you like Men; be ftrong. Let all your Things 


be done with Charity. 2 1 
et nevertheleſs, for the Sake of ſome, yea, 
alas! (with Regret be it ſpoken) many of 
the Profeſſors of the bleſſed Truth, who thro” 


* 


Coldneſs, Lukewarmneſs, Inconſiderateneſs, In- 


dolence, and the want of a true Hunger and 
Thirſt after Righteouſneſs, (occaſioned by their 
neglecting the Work and Guidance of the Spirit 
of Truth they profeſs) are become very remiſs 
and negligent in this highly and neceſſary and 
reaſonable Duty of attending religions Meetings 
on Week-days, as well as Firſt-days, I find it 
to riſe in my Heart, in much good Will, ta 
ES recommend 


» 
* 
7 
* 
* ; 


and righteous Creator, hath placed | us in à 
Station abſolutely dependent on him, in whom 
awe live, and move, and have our Bein „in whoſe 
Hand and Diſpoſal we, our Lives, Health, 
Abilities both of Body and Mind, our Preſerva- 


oh by 


recommend the following Obſervations to their | 
ſerious Notice and Conſideration. 


. Inſomuch as Almighty God, our faithful 


tion, our Protection, Support, Favours, Privi- 


leges and Enjoyments, both Temporal and 
Spiritual are, we being, as it were, Tenants at 
Will, baving no known Leaſe of our Time, 
or Command of any Thing, we are under moſt 


reaſonable and cloſe Obligations to behave our- 


43 ſelves as wholly dependent Creatures, humbly 
and honeſtly to pay due Homage and Obedience 


to him our gracious and bountiful Sovereign, 


1 Lord and Benefactor, for all his unmerited Fa- 
vours we enjoy under him, in faithfully anſwer- 


ing his Requirings, in doing juſtly, loving Mercy, 


and walking humbly*with him; which three 


Articles briefly contain all our moral and reli- 
gious Duties, which none rightly perform who 


Y a negligent in attending Meetings for divine 


Worſhip. | 

2dly. May it be remembered; that in the pre- 
ceeding Diſpenſations the Lord God requir d of 
his People, and commanded them ſtrictly to ob- 
ſerve divers Convocations, and Feaſt-days; as the 


Feaſt of Paſſover ; ſolemn Feaſts and Faſts, as 
the Feaſt of the Tabernacles, of unleavened Bread, 


of Weeks, of Solemn-days and Aſſemblies ; in the 


ſincere and devout Obſervation whereof the 
People 
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Joel ii.15, People of God were accepted of him, — Blow 
1% The Trumpet in Zion, faith the Prophet; ſan#ify 
4 Faſt, call a ſolemn Aſſembly. Gather the People: 
Sanctiſy the Congregation : Aſſemble the Elders ; 

gather the Children, and thoſe that ſuck the 
Breaſts : Let the Bridegroom go forth of his 


| i Chamber, and the Bride out of her Cloſet, —— 


Zech. viii. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts; the Faſt of the 
„fourth Month, and the Faſt of the fifth, and the 


j Faſt of the ſeventh, and the Faſt" of the tenth, 


ſhall be to the Houſe of Judah Foy and Gladneſs, 
and chearful Feaſts ; therefore love the Truth and 
Peace. But the Neglect and lighting thereof 
diſpleaſed God, and turn'd much to their own 
Diſadvantage, as being the ſorrowful Effect of 
their Declenſion, Captivity and Servitude, thro' 
their Diſobedience to the Lord. Judab, faith 7 
the Text, is gone into Captivity, &c. The Ways 
of Zion do mourn, becauſe none come to the ſolemn = 
Feaſts : All her Gates are deſolate, her Prieſts 
Ab, her Virgins are afflifted, and ſhe is in Bit- 

terneſs. : | 
3dly. Tis worthy our ſerious Notice and 
Conſideration, how acceptable and pleaſing to 
the Lord the Meetings, Communications, and 
the very Thoughts of thoſe that fear'd him, 
and what peculiar Regard and tender Reſpect he 
had, what precious Promiſes he made unto them 
in thoſe deprav'd Times, wherein Irreligion ſo 
much prevail'd, that the Proud were calld 
happy; yea, they that wrought Wickedneſs were 
ſet up ; yea, they that tempted God were even 
delivered: Then, faith the Prophet Malachi, they 
that 


a3 


that fear'd the Lord, pale often one to another, Mal. in. 


{whence we may conclude they were met to- 


gether) and the Lord hearken'd and heard it, and 
3 Book of Remembrance was written before him for 
> them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon 
* his Name. And they ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, in that Day when I make up my Jewels ; 
and 1 will ſpare them as a Man ſpareth his own 
Son that ſerveth him. The Paſſover was ſo 
ſtrictly enjoin'd, that it was commanded on this 


wiſe, viz. The Man that is clean, and is not in Numb. ix 
a Journey, and forbeareth to keep the Paſſover, 3: 14. 


even the ſame Soul ſhall be cut off from his People; 
* becauſe he brought not the Offering of the Lord in 
bis appointed Seaſon : That Man ſhall bear his 
Sin. And if a Stranger ſhall ſojourn among 
vou, and will keep the Paſſover unto the Lord, 
a according to the Ordinance of the Paſſover, and 

according to the Manner thereof, ſo he ſhall do: 


ie ſhall have one Ordinance, both for tbe Stran- 


ger, and for him that was born in the Land. 
Z Yet ſuch was, and now is, the Mercy and 
= Juſtice of God, that he neither ever did, nor 
nc doth, require any Thing unreaſonable or 
2 ampracticable, for he condeſcended to allow a 
# ſecond Paſſover to ſuch as were neceſſarily depriv'd 
of appearing at the Firſt, by reaſon of Indiſpo- 
fition, through Uncleanneſs, or Abſence in a 
Journey afar off. 8 1 

4thly. Let us now come to the glorious 
. Diſpenſation of the Goſpel that we live in, 
wherein Chriſt, the Author thereof, our glorious 
high Prieſt and bleſſed Mediator, himſelf ſpeaks 


unto 
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2. ' your Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 


(SI 

unto the Churches, who is the compleat Antitype, 
in whom all the Types, Shadows and Figures 
concenter ; and let it be with folemn Reverence, 
and all due Regard, humbly obſerved, that he 
Mat. hath graciouſly promis'd on this wiſe, #here two 
n 20. or three are gathered together in my Name, there 
am Tin the Midft of them. I beſeech you, therefore, 

Rom. xii. Brethren, by the Mercies of God, that ye preſent 


Heb. x. God, which is your reaſonable Service. Not for- 


35%. faking the aſſembling of ourſelves together, as the 


Manner of ſome is; but exhorting one another, and 
fo much the more, as ye ſee the Day approaching. 
Now, dear Friends, have we not ſome ground 

to fear, that ſo many as under the Profeſſion of 
the bleſſed Truth, who do, whilſt in Health 
and Strength ſadly neglect the attending of reli- 
gious Meetings, ſo much encouraged by the 
Promiſe above, are not truly obedient, but 
neglecting their own Mercies, by ſo lighting 
our glorious high Prieſt, and his bleſſed Com- 
ny with his two or three gathered in his 
ame. Oh! that all the Profeſſors of Truth 
were rightly concern'd duly to regard the faid 
gracious Promiſe, with the full Extent and 
Conditions thereof; and alſo to reduce to Prac- 
1 Cor. v. tice the Advice of the Apoſtle, Purge out there- 
78. fore the old Leaven, that ye may be a new Lump; 
as ye are unleavened. For even Chrift our Paſſ- 
over is ſacrificed for us. Therefore let us 
the Feaſt, not with old Leaven, neither with the 
Leaven of Malice and Wickedneſs, but with the 
unleavened Bread of Sincerity and Truth. 
May 


t'P-1 


May it therefore, I ſay, be humbly remem- 

bered, how this our gracious high Prieſt hath 

not only promiſed his Attendance, and moſt 

| worthy Company, where two or three are ga- 
thered in his Name, (as above) but hath alſo 

F mercifully and tenderly invited needy Souls unto 
him, on this wiſe, —Come unto me all ye that Mat. xi. 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 28,29, 30. 
Re. Take my Yoke upon you, and learn of me; | 
Ver 1 am meek and lowly in Heart, and ye ſhall 

nd Reſt unto your Souls: For my Take is easy, 
and my Burden is light. And again, his Call is 


repeated, In the laſt Day, that great Day of the John vii. 


1 Feaſt, Jeſus flood, and cry d, ſaying, F any Man 37235, 596 
= tbrr/t, let bim come unto me and drink. He that 
believeth on me, as the Scripture hath ſaid, out of 


s Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Water. But 


| ibis Jpake he of the Spirit, which they that believe 


gon him ſhould receive, &c 


ch. May it be added to the Premiſes, how 
2X that ſoon after the breaking forth of the bleſſed 
Truth, after the long and dark Night of Apoſ- 


tacy, our ancient Friends in the Morning of 


the Day, finding a conſcientious Concern upon 


them to decline the Formalities then run into, 


XX retir'd and met together to wait upon the Lord, 
to know and witneſs the fulfilling of that bleſſed 
7 Promiſe of Chriſt to his Diſciples, — But the John xiy. 
Comforter which is the holy Ghoſt, whom the Father 26, 
will ſend in my Name, he ſhall teach you all Things, 
and bring all Things to your Remembrance, what- 
ſoever I have ſaid unto you. — As they were (we 
have good ground certainly to believe) led _ 
| B this 
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this Practice, and by the ſame alſo mercifully re- 
garded and protected therein, through many and 
great Sufferings, occaſioned by the penal Laws 
then in Force againſt thoſe that diſſented from 
the national Church, eſtabliſhed by Law; ſo 
that our dear Fore-fathers and ancient faithfal 
Friends, conſcientiouſly then attended religious 
Meetings, both on Firſt-days and other Days of 
the Week, under the Hazard of their Lives, 
Liberties and Eſtates; yea, I ſay, they flock d 
to. Meetings as Doves to the Windows, though # 
ſometimes a good many Miles diſtant, and found * 
great Peace in ſo doing, and the enriching Bleſf- 
ing of God to attend them, and often their 
Offspring too: So in Time, as they increaſed, # 
by the Direction and ſweet Influence of tho 
bleſſed Spirit, they were engag'd to appoint and 
ſettle Meetings here and there, as in the Wiſdom 3 
of Truth they ſaw convenient, both on Firſt- 
days and other Days of the Week; and when 
they were haled from their Meetings to Priſons, 
they had often precious Meetings there, and 
found thoſe Places, as Jacob faid of Bethel, on 
his Pillow of Stone, to be to them as the Houſe 
of God, and Gate of Heaven, being made to fing 
in the Priſon as Paul and Silas did, when their 
Legs were in the Stocks, by the then ſecular 
Powers, 

Now, therefore, I beſeech all that profeſs the 
ever bleſſed Truth, and eſpecially thoſe that are 
remiſs in this important and ſo material a 
Duty, now before us, duly to remember, and 
truly conſider, how wonderfully the Lord hath 

wrought 


( 9 ] 

wrought for his Chutch and People, how he 
hath turn'd the Hearts of Kings, and, in effect, 
$ hath faid to them, — Touch not mine Anointed, 
do my Prophets no Harm. What peaceable calm 
Times have we long enjoy'd, with reſpect to 
thoſe violent Storms and rugged Billows of Per- 
ſecution aforeſaid | Are not we now both tole- 
Z rated and protected in keeping our religious 
Meetings! What then will become of thoſe 
poor Profeſſors of the unchangeable Truth, who, 
in this Time of Tranquility, and, as I may ſay, 
Z Sabbath-day of Reſt from the aforemention'd 
Probations, are taking their Flight from the re- 


ir F fining Work and rg. of the holy Spirit they 
ate making a Profeſſion of, into the inordinate 


Cares or Pleaſures of this World, or into Indo- 
2X tence, Indifferency and Lukewarmneſs, touch- 
ing the vital Part of Religion, ſo as miſerably 
to forſake (or at leaſt too much neglect) the 
aſſembling of themſelves together, in order to 
worſhip and pay due Homage to the bountiful 
Author of all our unmerited Mercies, temporal 

and ſpiritual ! | 
Inſomuch, therefore, as the divine Miniſter 
of the Sanctuary and true Tabernacle, which God 
hath pitch'd and not Man, hath fo reaſonably 
afforded us ſuch great Encouragement to attend 
religious Meetings, though conſiſting of very 
few in Number, and hath ſhewn fo undeniably 
and indiſputably his peculiar Approbation thereof, 
by that gracious and ſpecial Promiſe of his vouch- 
ſafing to be preſent with the two or three that ſo 
meet: The ſame Duty being alſo urg'd and 
B 2 earneſtly 


E 


earneſtly recommended by the Apoſtle to the 
Believers of his Day, that they ſhould not for- 
ſake the Aſſembling of themſelves together, as 
the Manner of ſome in thoſe Times was, and, 
alas! of too many in theſe Days, though ſo 
Heb. x. highly favoured: And let us confider, faith he, 
2 25. one another to provoke unto Love and «to good 
Works : Not forſaking the Aſſembling of ourſelves 
together, as the Manner of ſome 1s, but exhort- 
ing one another, and ſo much the more, as ye ſee 
the Day approaching. And likewiſe remembring 
how the ſame Apoſtle fervently and pathetically 
addreſſed the Raman Church, exciting them to 
pious and devout Performance of this their rea- 
ſonable Service, reminding them of the ſignal 
Mercies of God, as a preſſing and cogent Argu- 
ment, moving grateful and truly conſiderate Per- 
ſons to the faithful Performance of their reaſon- 
able Duties to their merciful Benefactor, and the 
glorious Donor of all their Enjoyments, expreſs'd 
Rom. xii. his Addreſs on this wiſe, I beſeech you, therefore, 
_ (as above hinted) Brethren, by the Mercies of 
God, that ye preſent your Bodies à living Sacri- 
fice,, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reaſonable Service. May we not ſafely conclude, 
that the right attending of Aſſemblies for divine 
Worſhip, is both a Duty acceptable unto God, and 
ſignally advantageous unto our Souls; and that, 
as this 1s an indiſpenſable Duty (whilſt we are 
in Health and Strength and at Liberty) therefore 
the Omiſſion of this weighty Service is of danger- 
|, Ezra ix. ous Conſequence. —Then were afſembled unto me 
jj. 4- (faith Ezra, that deeply concern'd Servant = 
i the 
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Liberty 
Help and Relief from the Lord, to worſhip 


1 | 
the Lord) every one that trembleth at the Words 
of the God of Iſrael, The true hearted Quakers 


then did and now do (whilſt Strength and 
do permit) aſſemble in order to obtain 


him in Spirit and Truth, to enjoy the fweet 
and edifying Communion one with another, 
as Members of one Body, by feeling the one 


gquickening Spirit from the holy Head, the living 


Circulation of the Blood of Chriſt. 

And now, my Friends, may I take Freedom 
to make the following Remarks. 

1/2. It hath been objected by ſome on this 


= wiſe, That as the Sabbath was but one Day in the 


Week commanded and ſet apart for divine Service, 
in the Time of the Moſaick Law, what need ſo 
much ado about Week-day's Meetings now ? To 


which very weak and poor Objection, I ſhall in 
the firſt Place anſwer thus: Suppoſe there had 
been in that Diſpenſation no other Day but the 
Seventh in each Week, appointed by the Lord, 


wherein his People ſhould ceaſe from ſervile 


Work, and devoutly and ſolemnly perform 
= Worſhip to him; yet in this goſpel Diſpenſation 


we are, or ought to be, brought much nearer 


to God, and be much more devout and ſpiritually 


minded, according to the Apoſtle's Teſtimony, 
— For the Law made nothing 


and holy Convocations, above mention'd, ſuffi- 
ciently refute the aforeſaid very weak Plea and 
Objection, which Solemnities were to be obſery'd 

B 3 by 


perfect, but the Heb. vii. 
bringing in of a better Hope did, by the which we '% 
| draw nigh unto God. Beſides, the Solemnities 
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tw 
by the Lord's People in that Diſpenſation; the 
Neglectors whereof were to be taken Notice of, 
and call'd to an Account. What Apology then, 
I fay, ſhall thoſe make, or how ſhall they anſwer 
it, who are remiſs and negligent in obſerving 
and attending the ſolemn Meetings and Aſſem- 
blies in this glorious Goſpel Day ? 
2dly. Some may perhaps object, and ſeem to 
endeavour to excuſe themſelves in this Kind of 
Negligence, and Omiſſion of ſo neceſſary and 
3833 a Duty, as we are, in much good 
ill to the Cauſe of Truth and the Souls of its 
Profeſſors, treating of, by alledging, That their 
Meeting is fo ſmall, or, that they have no publick 
Miniſter ſettled therein, they may perhaps ſcarce 
think it worth their while conſtantly to attend the 


fame. Anſw. Are not there two or three ? If 


ſo many, Chriit hath promiſed them his bleſſed 
Company, if met in a right Mind, who being 
the moſt excellent Miniſter of the Sanctuary 
and true Tabernacle, which God hath pitched 
and not Man, without whom, the greateſt of 
inſtrumental Miniſters can do nothing, are of 
no Service : But this moſt powerful, moſt mer- 
ciful, and moſt glorious high Prieſt, and heaven- 


1y Miniſter, appears with his People and Flock, 


according to his gracious Promiſe ; he can when 
he pleaſes, whoſe Time is the beſt Time, effect- 
ually and ſuitably ſupply all the Wants of his 
true Followers, without inſtrumental Miniſters, 
(although we own, and humbly confeſs, that 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, by and thro' Inſtru- 
ments influenced and actuated by the aboveſaid 

aall-powerful 
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all- powerful Miniſter, hath been, is, and ever 
will be of ſingular Service to the Huſbandry, 
Heritage and Plantation of God, as it's rightly - 
applied) and therefore ought to be valued in 
its Place.—But oh, alas! how do thoſe ungrate- 
ful Creatures undervalue and put a Slight upon 
our bleſſed Mediator of this new Covenant, our 
Phyſician of the greateſt Value, the Biſhop of 
our Souls, and our Saviour, who hath ſhed his 
precious Blood, and given his Life a Ranſom for 
us, that in any wiſe can find in their Heart to 
omit the attending even ſmall Meetings, though 


„ FX without any inſtrumental Miniſter, when he 


hath upon moſt reaſonable Conditions promiſed 
his Life-giving Preſence there. 
3dly. As the true-hearted and faithful Fol- 
lowers of humble Jeſus find it their indiſpen- 
fable Duty, and peculiar Intereſt, to — re- 
ligious Meetings, whether they be great or 
ſmall, whether they have in them inſtrumental 
Miniſters, or they have none, both on Firſt- 
days and other Days of the Week, they grow 
and proſper in the Truth, even in the Root of 
true Religion, and are very often ſignally bleſs d 
and favour'd by kind Providence, even in the 
Things of this Life, and come up in the real 


XX Improvement of their Talents, and conſequently 
in their reſpective Services in the Church, en- 


joying their Peace whilſt in Health, and the 
Aboundings thereof when on ſick and dying 
Beds; whilſt, on the other hand, thoſe poor 
unthinking Profeſſors of Truth, Who, by neg- 
lecting the Work thereof in their own Hearts, 

4 become 


14 
become ſlack and backward in the attending of 
Meetings for divine Worſhip, letting in Reaſon- 
ings, and probably the vain Allegations above- 
faid, they don't thrive in the true Religion, 
and ſeem alſo ſometimes blaſted, as touching 
their Succeſs in temporal Affairs, are of little or 
no Help (but rather Nuſances) in the Society, 


and often are made to bewail their paſt Negli- 


' gence on ſick and dying Beds, of which more 
hereafter. 

Divers remarkable Inſtances of the peculiar 
Blefling of kind Providence attending the Pro- 
feſſors of Truth, who witneſs'd the real Work 
thereof in their own Hearts, and were obedient 
to its Requirings, have occurr'd to my particular 
Notice in my Pilgrimage ; one whereof I may 
here mention. 

A certain worthy ancient Miniſter gave, in 
my Audience, the following Relation, That 
*in his young Years, (having been from his 


*© Childhood educated in the Way of the na- 


— 


« 


tional Church) being favour'd with the mer- 
ciful Viſitation of the Lord, he became un- 
«« eaſy with the traditional Singings and ſuper- 
« ficial Formalities uſed in the ſaid Commu- 
* nion; whereupon ſeeking and enquiring for 
the right Way of Worſhip acceptable unto 
* God, he dropp'd into a ſmall Meeting of 
* Friends, wherein no inſtrumental Miniſtry 
* (as I remember) was heard that Day ; yet 
** nevertheleſs the ſeeking Youth was made con- 
<* trite, melted, - and throughly convinc'd of the 
** Truth in that filent Meeting: (The like 

Account 
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Account I have alſo heard .concerning the Con- 


vincement of ſome others) And thencefor- 
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ward, perſevering under an awful Regard to 
that gracious Hand that had ſo viſited him, 
he grew in Grace and the ſaving Knowledge 
of God ; who, being of poor and low Cir- 
cumſtances, as to Things of this Life, was 
oblig'd to labour hard for his Bread, and, 
being a Taylor by Trade, was often obliged 


* to work at other Peoples Houſes, yet could 


not be eaſy to omit Week-day Meetings, but 
laying aſide his Work, was engag'd to walk 
often a pretty Way to Week-day Meetings; 
yet ſuch was his Diligence and Induſtry be- 
fore and after the ſaid Meetings, that thoſe 
he work'd for deſir'd no Allowance or Abate- 
ment for the Time ſpent on Account of the 
faid Meetings. Some Time after this he 
married a young Woman convinc'd of 'the 
Truth a little while before. Now the Storms 
of Perſecution roſe high, and having now 
and then a Meeting in his Houſe, (being 


© himſelf in the miniſterial Capacity) they 
© cheerfully ſuffer'd the Spoiling of their Goods 


for Truth's Sake, and were ſtripp'd very bare 
as to Temporals, having two ſmall Children, 
and his Wife with Child of the third ; yet 
keeping faithful, according to the beſt of their 
Knowledge and Ability, and conſequently not 
daring to be remiſs or indifferent in that im- 
portant Duty of attending religious Meetings, 
they were bleſs d every Way, and their little 


Oil and Meal were thereby render'd capable 
| «© to 
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e to anſwer all juſt Demands, and moreover to 
t make many little Cakes for the Prophets of 
e the Lord, having all along a Place and Houſe 


e of Reception and Hoſpitality for his Meſſen- 
« gers to the Day of their Death, which was 


4 in Peace inexpreſhble.” 


On the other hand many, by the wretched 
Indiffetency about ſpiritual and religious Mat- 
ters, (though it may be at the fame Time pre 


tty 
ſtanch Moraliſts) have become guilty of this 


miſerable Deficiency of neglecting or for ſaking 
the aſſembling themſelves, in order to perform 
divine Worſhip on Week-days, and ſome have 
ſo lamentably been prevail'd upon by that In- 
diſpoſition of Luke warmneſs, or by the ſurfeit- 
ing and choaking Cares of this World, the 
Deceitfulneſs of Riches, or the Love of other 
Things, (or it may be in ſome weak Perſons, 
by taking a Diſguſt againſt ſome Miniſter, 
Friend of Friends of the Meeting) have ſhame- 
fully abſented religious Aſſemblies, even often 
on the Firſt-days of the Week, abſolutely con- 
trafy to the Laws of God, the Laws of the 
Land, and the repeated Advices and well known 
Rules of the Society, they would unreaſonably 
be. accounted Members of. But alas! alas! 


ſuch are in a miſerable dwindling State and 


Habit of Soul, laying a Foundation for future 
Repentance, Anguiſh and Tribulation ; many 
piteons Inſtances of this Kind have appear'd 
(and peradventure ſome ſuch may at this Day be 
found) under the Profeſſion of the Truth; * 


| ( 7 ] 

of which I ſhall here take Freedom to mention, 
as a Caution worthy to be taken Notice of. 
A certain young Man, as I remember, be- 
« ginning Trade and Buſineſs for himſelf, was 
ce thereby fo engroſs'd and hurried in his anxi- 
% ous Mind, that he too much omitted the 
« attending of religious Meetings; but being 
* attack'd by Sickneſs, and brought to a Bed 


of Languiſhing, his paſt Negligence became 


« his Burden, under the Senſe of which he 
e groan'd and bemoan'd himſelf, and being 
6 aſk'd by a Friend the Cauſe of his fo great 
“ Diſtreſs of Mind, he anſwer'd, It was becauſe 
ce he had been too remiſs in going to Meetings, 
* eſpecially Week-day Meetings; but added, thar 
« if the Lord would be pleas d to raiſe him 


— again fo bis former State of Health, be would 


% for the future be more careful and more 
e diligent in that important Duty.” 5 
Oh ! therefore that all in Time of Liberty, 


Health and Strength of Body, may conſider 


their own both Duty and Intereſt in this re- 
ſpe, as that they may not ſuffer themſelves, 
through too eager Purſuit of, or too cloſe At- 
tachment to the Enjoyments of this fading 
World, or fupine Indolence, to be depriv'd 
thereby of the many Goſpel Privileges offer'd 
unto us, of which the peaceable Enjoyment of 
our religious Meetings is one of great Worth, 
and always fo accounted and highly valued by 
__ faithful and truly thoughtful People of 
God, | | 


4thly. 
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4thly. Beſides what's afore faid touching the 
great Diſadvantage that accrues to thoſe Parti- 
lars, who are found deficient in this momentous 
Duty now treated of, they are bad Examples to 
the young People and others, and eſpecially 
thoſe who have Children coming up, and per- 
haps Servants under their Care too, being in the 
Station of Governors of Families, (as they are 
evidently negligent) loſe their Authority, and 
render themſelves bad Precedents to their Chil- 
dren and Servants, and ſo, as ſuch, can't give 
effectual Precepts and Advice to their F amilies, 
but alas! through their diſmal Neglect and 
Indolence, their poor Children, being too much 
left to themſelves, often prove Libertines, and 
run to Ruin. How then ſhall ſuch unfaithful 
Parents in the Day of Account anſwer for theſe 
Neglects, both with reſpe& to their own Par- 
ticulars, and poor Families, and the Meetings 
they belong, to which if they had been honeſtly 
concern'd, they, might have been of good Sere 
vice ? Shall not ſuch unjuſt Stewards be called 
to an Account? Oh! that all Parents of Chil- 
dren, and Governors of Families, would ſeri- 
ouſly and timely conſider how pleaſing and 
acceptable to the Lord Abraham's Care and Con- 
cern for his Children, and for thoſe under his 
immediate Care was! Shall I, ſaid the Lord; 
hide from Abraham that Thing which 1 do ? For 
T know him, that be will command his Children 
and his H. ouſhold after him, and they ſhall =p 
the Way of the Lord. 
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All thoſe that meet, I ſay, in the Name of 
Jeſus, that is, under a truly awful, religious 


18 and conſcientious Concern of Mind, don't onl 

0 perform their reaſonable Service to God, and 15 
y reap his Peace and Bleſſing, but are of ſingular 
2 Help and Comfort to the true-hearted in the 
e Meeting; whilſt the abſent Worldlings, being 
E as miſerable Comforters, are neither juſt and 
d honeſt to God, to themſelves, nor to their 
[- Friends and Families: Manifold, therefore, I ſay, 
e are the Obligations we are all under, and more 
8, eſpecially we that have Children and Families, to 
d come up in the honeſt Diſcharge of that our rea- 


h ſonable Service, viz. both with regard to the due 
d Performance of, Iſt, Our Duties to God; 2dly, 
il To our Children and Families; 3dly. To the 
e Meetings we reſpectively belong; and 4hly, That 


- we may bear our Teſtimony openly to all Be- 
'S holders, in aſſembling ourſelves to wait upon, 
y and worſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth, 
- even on Week-days as well as Firſt-days. 

d 5thly, It is almoſt ſurprizing to obſerve, how 
— divers Profeſſors of Truth, who ſeem very diſre- 


- gardful of Chriſt's glorious Promiſe, which they 
d plainly diſcover by their ſlighting and abſenting 
— Meetings, where two or three are met; yet if 
8 a noted publick Friend appoints a Meeting, how 
K ſuch are rais'd on the Wing, and flock to hear 
4 him, and ſometimes follow him to the next 
2 Meeting. Now although we ought certainly, 
b whilft capable, willingly and thankfully to give 
the Lord's Meſſengers and Ambaſſadors our 
: Company, and ſeriouſly hear, and rightly apply 
| | elf 
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their Meſſages; yet inſomuch as bleſſed ſeſus, 
our great and good Lord and Maſter, hath pro- 
miſed to be in the Midſt of two or three rightly 
met, we ought to prefer him above all; I fay, 
without flighting or undervaluing the leaſt Ser- 
vant who bringeth glad Tidings, whoſe very 
Feet are beautiful upon the Mountains : But they 
plainly appear to neglect and flight the moſt 
glorious Miniſter and high Prieſt, -who too 
ſeldom attend ſmall Meetings, purſuant to his 
faid conditional Promiſe, and (as it were) Ap- 
pointment. = | 

I would by no means have my Reader to 
ſuppoſe, ” what's afore ſaid, that I am blaming 
my Friends for accompanying the Meſſengers of 
the Lord to the next Meeting, for that's a Bro- 
therly Duty, which I myſelf took great Delight 
in, whilft in Health and Strength in my 
younger Years, and would encourage the right 
Minded in fo doing; neither would I hereby 


diſcourage any, who having been Neglectors 


of Week-day's Meetings, may find themſelves 
awaken'd and rous'd up by any Inſtrument : I 
would not, I fay, diſcourage fuch from going 
along with fuch a Friend to the next Meeting, 
or further, as the Cords of Truth may draw 
him, and to keep cloſe to that divine Touch 
and Influence they have been fayour'd with, 
throagh the Miniſtry of the faid Inſtrument, 


which they may undoubtedly find renewed and 


increas d, as they humbly retire to the Maſter 
and Spring of all Good in their own Hearts, 


who hath promis d to be with the two or three, 


who 


1 
who are, or ſhall be, rightly gather'd, when 
fuch inſtrumental Miniſters may be- far abſent, 
or even removed from us (by Death.) The great 
and good Shepherd, ſpeaking of himſelf 4nd his 


Plock, faith thus; Whew be putter forth bis own John x. 4 


Sheep, he goeth before them, and the Sheep follo 
bim, for they know his Voice. Whenever there 
fore he putteth forth any, old or young, Maſders 
or Servants, rich or poor, and goeth before them, 
let them readily oh 

heartily wiſh they may grow and proſper 3 yet 
I muſt ſay, whereſoever any Profeſſors: of Truth 
are found and obſerv'd from Time to Time to 
neglect or forſake, or at leaſt, don't duly at- 
tend their reſpective Meetings at Home, both 
on Firſt-days and other Days of the Week; 
and yet it may be are forward to attend Monthly, 
General, and ſometimes probably Quarter ly- meer. 


ings, may not ſuch their Proceedings be juſtly ac- 


counted irregular and prepoſterous? Or how can 
we expect thoſe can be of real Service at Monthly 
and Quarterly-meetings, who flight and forſake 
the Meetings they belong to at Home? It is 
much deſired therefore, that all profeſſing 
the bleſſed Principle of Truth, in whatſoever 
Stations or Vocations they are placed, may let 
the Harms of others be their ſeaſonable Caution, 
that they may be effectually rous d up and excited 
to Diligence in the honeſt Performance of this 
weighty Duty, now ſpoken of in much good 
Will to Souls, the right Diſcharge whereof has 


often been, and: is, attended with the enriching 


Bleſſing of kind Providence in ſpiritual Fhings, 


and 


orth and follow him. We 
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and ſometimes in temporal, and the Neglect 
thereof is attended with Leanneſs of Soul, with 
many Diſappointments and Diſadvantages. 

Ang further, with regard to that great Duty 
Friends owe to their Children, in the due Nur- 
ture and Education of them, to which they are 
ED by the Laws of God and Nature : We 


ought in the firſt Place to look well to ourſelves, 

then to our Children ; Daughters of Jeruſa- 
lem, weep not for me, ſaid Chriſt, but weep for 
yourſelves and for your Children, How ſhall any 
be rightly concern'd for their Children, who 
are negligent touching their own Conditions? 
"Tis. to be fear'd the wide Courſes of many 
Children have been often occaſion'd (in great 
meaſure) by the Indolence and Irreligion of 
their Parents. I can't well omit taking Notice 
of one Stripling, whoſe Patents were Profeſſors 
of Truth, rich in Things of this Life ; yet 
alas ! theſe Parents, being themſelves too remiſs 
in attending Week-day Meetings, and conſe- 
quently not good Examples, did not train up 
their Son in the Performance of that Duty, 
wherein they themſelves were deficient : So he 
grew up ſo much indulg'd in Liberty, that I 
was credibly inform'd he has been ſeen, even in 
the very Time of the Meeting, which was held 
near their Dwelling-houſe, to walk into the 
Fields with his Fowling-piece, &c. But oh! 
what was the Conſequence of ſuch irreligious 
Proceedings and Liberties ; this Youth became 
rather an Affliction than a Comfort to Friends, 
liv'd faſt as a Libertine, and died ſoon in the 


Flower 


LW 3 


F lower of his Age: Which forrowful Remarks 


I make with much Awe, Humility and Reve- 
rence. | | | 

Gtbly. Some Profeſſors of Truth, as hinted 
before, have betray'd ſo much Indiſcretion, and 
unmortified Temper of Mind, as to abſent reli- 
gious Meetings, and it may be, Meetings of 
Buſineſs, too, through ſome Diſlike or Offence 
taken againſt ſome particular Friend or Friends, 
or perhaps againſt ſome Steps in the Diſcipline, 
or it may be, againſt the Miniſter belonging to 
the Meeting ; which unjuſtifiable Steps lead to 
Confuſion, the Loſs of Unity with the Society, 
and oftentimes is attended with great Diſadvan- 


tage to the immortal Souls of theſe unhappy 


Perſons, who fooliſhly fall into ſo bad a Prac- 
tice ; and beſides all this, it affords a very bad 
Example to the young People (eſpecially) whoſe 
quick Eyes are upon them, and theſe their 
By-ſteps, and will very likely make ſhrew'd 
Remarks on ſuch Miſconduct, which is grie- 
vous to all good Men that behold it, but moſt 
pernicious to thoſe guilty thereof; of whom we 


may fay, Wrath killeth the fooliſh Man, and Job v. 2. 


Envy flayeth the filly One. 
tbly. l As 3 concern'd and faithful 
Friends to what they profeſs, do, whilſt capa- 
ble thereof, find it their incumbent Duty dili- 
gently to attend Meetings, both on Firſt-days 
and other Days of the Week; ſo tis their Care 
both to obſerve, as much as they well can, the 
Hour appointed for the Gathering of the Meet- 
ings, and alſo when there, to ſit under a fervent 
C and 
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come, often come very late and ſtragling, and 


( 24 1 
and inward Concern, that they may be made ſen- 
ſible of the fulfilling of Chriſt's gracious Promiſe 
aboveſaid, that Chriſt will be in the Midſt of them 
that meet in his Name ; while on the other hand, 
many careleſs and lukewarm Profeſſors are both 
flack in meeting together, and when they do 


when met, fit too much unconcerned, if not 
ſleeping, whilſt the Honeſt-hearted are in a deep 
Travail, and perhaps weeping ; to whom thoſe 
negligent Profeſſors are ſo far from being Help- 
meets, that they are too often a Burden to others 
truly concern'd, yet, alas! the greateſt Loſs and 
Diſadvantage 1s to their own Souls ; ſo that, 
tho' they go at Times to religious Aſſemblies, 
they don't reap that ſpiritual Benefit that they 
might do, becauſe they do not diligently fow to the 
Spirit, Therefore, as faithful Friends, truly 
concern'd to improve their Time and Talents, 
find Meetings of Worſhip, Times and Places of 
Improvement, Pleaſure and Profit; and, there- 
fore are like careful, induſtrious Tradeſmen, 
very defirous, though through ſome Difficulties, 
to attend thoſe Places, where the moſt Gain and 
Advantage may be in all Likelihood obtain'd. 
But pray how ſhould they, who thro' the Neg- 
lect of their Talents of Grace and Truth, find 
little or nothing of either Profit or Pleaſure in 
religious Meetings, be deſirous to preſs through 
Crowds to get to them? Nay, may we not ſafely 
conclude thoſe, who are remiſs in getting to 
religious Meetings, do not experience (by reaſon 
of their own Neglect of the Gift of Grace) that 

ſweet 
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ſweet and excellent Gain of Godlineſs, which the 
faithful do, and therefore may probably think 
it ſcarce worth their while to take much pains 
about ſuch a Matter; when it is very likely the 
fame Perſons, in caſe they had ground to hope 
they could gain a Sum of Money, or make a con- 
ſiderable Improvement of their temporal Stock, 
in the Way of their outward Buſineſs, wonld be 
very careful not to miſs the Opportunity, altho 
they can ſcarce be prevailed upon to uſe ſuch 
Endeavours for the obtaining the moſt bleffed, 
moſt excellent Company and Preſence of Feſus, 
our glorious high Prieſt, our Saviour, the King 
of Salem, and the Prince of Peace, though ſo 
lovingly invited by him. May not they, who 
flight ſuch a gracious Promiſe, apply to them- 
felves thoſe Words of the Almighty, — They that 1 Sam. ii. 
deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteem d. On the other 
hand, may not the true and faithful Attenders 
of religious Aſſemblies, by Faith lay hold on 
that Promiſe, — Them that honour me, Iwill honour. 
And likewiſe receive Confolation and Encou- 
ragement from theſe Words of Chrift, — Fear not Luke xii. 
little Flock, for it's your Father's good Pleaſure to 3* 
give you the Kingdom. Faithful Friends forecaft 
their Buſineſs ſo as nothing, fo far as in them 
hes, may interfere and hinder them from attend- 
ing Week-day Meetings. Do not we generally 
know on what Day- the Week-day Meetings 
will fall ? We onght therefore, I fay, fo to fore- 
caſt, and as much as we can, to order our tem- 
poral Affairs, that nothing, which may be well 
done on another Day, may be.fuffer'd to fall in 
| C 2 our 
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our Way as an | Impediment to hinder us from 
meeting with Chriſt and his two or three. If 1 
attend religious Meetings only on ſuch Days, 
wherein the very Laws of the Land ſuffer no 
Fairs or Markets to be held, nor will allow me 
to open my Shop, or to be engag'd in ſervile 
Work: If, I fay, I ſerve (or pretend to ſerve) 
God in religious Aſſemblies on thoſe Days only, 
on which the Laws of the Land do not allow 
me actually to labour for the Things of this 
World, what Reward have I? 

8750). As King Soloman adviſeth, Train up 
a Child in the Way he ſbould go, &c. It is fully 
believ'd by a large Cloud of living Witneſſes, 
that as Men ſhould go to, and diligently attend 
Meetings for divine Workhip ; ſo even Children 
ought to be train'd up in attending ſuch Aſſem- 
blies, when in the Wiſdom of Truth, pious 
Parents, Guardians and Schoolmaſters may ſee 
convenient and ſuitable, not at all doubting, 
but all thoſe that have theſe tender Plants under 
their Care, as they mind their own Conditions 
and Growths in Grace, will be moved and help'd 


ptudently and gradually to train them towards 


(and in due Time in) the real Performance of 
this ſo important a Duty; neither over-driving 
the little Lambs, nor, through a too fond Indul- 
gence or Careleſneſs, leaving them behind, or 
ſuffer them to loiter, but always watching over 
them with an Eye of Regard, in a due Conſider- 
ation of their tender Age, Capacities and Cir- 
cumſtances. Being thus conducted, I don't much 
queſtion but will often find themſelves 

engag'd 
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engag'd to bring the little Ones to Meetings at 
proper Times. | 

Objeftion. Some have objected to ſuch Propo- 
fals on this wiſe, Let them firſt have Senſe, and 
then bring them to Meetings. Anſw. He that 
was repreſented by a certain Houſholder, who 
went out early in the Morning to hire Labourers 
into his Vineyard, hath often touch'd the tender 
Miads of Children in the early Part of their 
Time, and, as it were, in the Dawn and Morn- 
ing of their Day; ſome about the ſixth, ſeventh, 
eighth or tenth Year of their Age (or ſome 
ſooner) have been graciouſly viſited, broken 
and tender'd by the ſweet Influences of him, 
who bleſs d the little Children that were formerly 
brought unto him, commanding that ſuch ſhould 
be ſuffer d, and in no wiſe forbidden, We cannot 
fix the Time of Childrens Viſitations, whether at 
the third, fixth, or ninth Hour he ſhall be pleaſed 
to give them an Invitation out of the Market- 
place into the Vineyard ; however, it is firmly 
believ'd it's the indiſpenſable Duty of Parents, 
School-maſters, and thoſe entruſted with the Nur- 
ture of Children, humbly to preſent them before 
the Lord in the folemn Meetings of Worſhip 
aboveſaid, and fervently to beg his Bleſſing upon 
them, which I am ſenſible is and will be un- 
doubtedly the Concern of all thoſe Parents, &c. 
that are (or ſhall be) rightly concerned for their 
own Souls. But, oh! Friends, how can it be 
expected, that they who neglect their own 
States and Conditions, and their own reſpective 
Duties in attending Meetings, ſhould be effectu- 
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ally concern'd for, and rightly bring thoſe up 
in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, 
who are under their Care? How ſhould thoſe 
Parents, who do not weep for themſelves, 
rightly weep for their Children ? Weep not for 
me, ſaid Chriſt, to the lamenting Daughters of 
FJeruſalem, but weep for yourſelves, and your 
Children. Nay, ſome of thofe Parents, remiſs 
in their Duty to God and their own Souls (in 
Regard to attending Meetings, &c.) and conſe- 
quently to their Offspring, have too often reject- 
ed and taken amiſs the Advice of their welwiſh- 
ing Friends, with reſpe& to their Negligence, 
reſpecting their own Welfare, and conſequently 
their Childrens Good. Some Parents, it may 
be, have gone to Meetings themſelves, but have 
too often left their Children (or at leaſt too 
many of them) at Home, expos'd, very likely, 
to unſuitable Company, and undue Liberties, 
Nay, ſome living in the Town where the Firſt- 
day and Week-day Meetings were held, have 
both themſelves and their Children too much 
forſaken the Aſſembling themſelves together, 
7 on the Week-days, and perhaps ſome 
of thoſe irreligious Profeſſors would be ſitting, 
or walking, or talking in the Street, during 
the Week-day Meeting-time, and when ad- 
moniſh'd to a more becoming Conduct, they 
have taken it amiſs, and ſpurn'd violently againſt 
the Advice and the Adviſer ; and by ſuch Beha- 
yiour it has been thought they have harden'd 
their Children againſt Friends. But, alas! 
thoſe imprudent Creatures, both Elder and 

Younger, 
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Younger, have been attended with manifeſt 
Tokens of the great Loſs they ſuſtain'd thereby 
divers Ways. May therefore the Harms of 
others be our ſeaſonable Precautions. 

In Anſwer to the Objections ſome have made, 
or may make, againſt bringing Children to reli- 
gious Meetings, ſcarce thinking them perhaps 
capable of receiving Profit therein, I much defire 
the Words and Obſervations of our worthy 
Friend Robert Barclay, in his Propoſition of 
Worſhip, Pag. 359, 360, may be ſeriouſly: 
confider'd, as follows: And this Power would 
« ſometimes alſo reach to, and wonderfully 
* work in Meetings, even in little Children, to 
c theAdmiration and Aſtoniſhment of many.” 

When honeſt Parents have done what they 
could, or can do, on Account of their own and 
their dear Childrens Souls Welfare, all may 
be little enough ; but happy thoſe poor Parents, 
who being tried with that exceeding bitter Cup, 
and heart-breaking Exerciſe, of having a prodi- 
gal Son or Daughter, can in Sincerity appeal 
unto the Lord, on this wiſe, —Lord, thou knoweſt 
J have done my Beſt for my Children, both by 
humble Prayer and frequent Interceſſion with thee 
for them, as well as by Example and Precept, for 
their Preſervation. 

But what will become of thoſe unhappy 
Parents, who have afforded their Children nei- 
ther good Examples nor Precepts, but diſre- 
garded the greateſt Buſineſs of their Time, that 
is, of working out their own Salvation, and 
therefore have neglected (and by that Neglect 

C 4 render d 
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render'd themſelves uncapable) to bring up their 
Children in the Nurture and Admonition of the 
Lord? What, I fay, will become of ſuch Parents, 
when they ſee the Miſcarriages and bad Courſes 
of any of their Offspring, being conſcious to 
themſelves of their ſinful Neglect touching their 
Education, and may be oblig'd to confeſs, and 
ſorrowfully reflect on themſelves for this their 
Deficiency, as being in ſome ſort acceſſary to 
| the Ruin of their poor Children. | 
F I find in the Journal of our worthy Friend 
| Thomas Chalkley, that he was ſometimes con- 
cern'd to exhort Friends to bring their Children 

to Meetings, and educate them when young, 
| in the Way they ſhould go, that they might 
| not depart from it when old; which I am 
= perſuaded faithful Friends have all along been 
:| (and ſtill are) conſcientiouſly concern'd to do, as 
| being to them not a Matter of Indifferency, but 
ever eſteem'd by them as their incumbent and 
paternal Duty. Don't we read that, beſides the 
{ Mat. xiv, five Thouſand Men, Women and Children who 
| hav followed, and were fed by Chriſt, even in a 
| Wilderneſs or deſart Place, when he appear'd 
amongſt them in the Body of Fleſh ? Shall any 
therefore now be ſo unwiſe in theſe calm and 
quiet Times, wherein we may fit together 
peaceably and undiſturbed in our religious 
Meetings, and wait for the ſpiritual Appearance 
of Chriſt : Can any, I fay, be ſo unwiſe, as 
now to neglect religious Meetings ? Should we 
4 not by all means, in point of Gratitude to our 
1 gracious God, in point of Juſtice to our on 
4 Souls, 
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Souls, our Children, Families, and our Friends, 
flock to our religious Meetings, both on Firſt- 
days and other Days of the Week, taking our 
Children along with us, and allowing all rea- 
ſonable Liberty to our Servants ? But oh ! how 
ſhall thoſe anſwer for it at the great Day of Ac- 
count, who are, or ſhall be found negligent in 
an Affair of ſo great Importance ! The late and 
diſorderly coming to Meetings of ſome of the 
Profeſſors of Truth, who generally drop in, 
when thoſe who carefully obſerve the Hour ap- 


pointed have ſitten perhaps Half an Hour, or 
moſt of an Hour, don't only interrupt and hurt 


the Meeting, but is a bad Example to the young 
People and others, but the greateſt Loſs is their 


own. This irregular Practice of coming late to 


Meetings is inconſiſtent with our Reputation as 


a religious Society, and contrary to the Practice 


of Friends in the Beginning, of whom we read, 
that not only thoſe of advanced Years were good 
Examples in this Reſpe&, but alſo that ſome of 
their Children, who were left at Home during 
their Parents Impriſonment for keeping up this 
Teſtimony, were concerned honourably to at- 
tend their religious Meetings, and were them- 
ſelves alſo call'd in queſtion by the ſecular 
Powers for this their Chriſtian Teſtimony in 
thoſe trying and proving Times ? Shall therefore 
any, either Parents or Children, dare through 
Indolence and Lukewarmneſs, to be guilty of 
ſuch Ingratitude in neglecting, or not duly at- 
tending religious Meetings in theſe peaceable 

Times, 


i 
— 
— — 


1 32 1 

Times, wherein there is, through the Mercy of 
kind Providence, a great Calm to the Churches. 
Here I take Freedom to inſert ſome ſenſible 
reſſions of ſome pious Children, a little 
ore their Death, touching religious Meetings, 
as a convincing Argument that Children have 
received Benefit in attending them, and to obyj- 
ate the Objections that ſome Parents have made, 
or may make, againſt the Concern of ſuch 
Friends as adviſe Fathers and Mothers profeſſing 
the Truth, to bring their Children to Meetings 
whilſt young. | 

I. Mary Post, aged about eight Years, 
a little before her Death, expreſs'd her Delight 
in going to Meetings. Piety promoted, Part V. 


aged about nine 
Years, ſaid (near her Death) ſbe Jov'd to go to 
Meetings ; they were ſweet to her, Ibid. pag. 
143. 
ll WILLIAM FENNEL YL, aged about 
twelve Years when he dy'd, calling for his 
Siſters and Brother, (on his ſick Bed) he exhort- 
ed them to love Truth, and to go to Meetings, 
and think upon God and good Things, and the 
Lord would love them. 

Tis plain therefore, that young Plants have 
often been, and may be, truly ſenfible of the 
ſingular Benefit to be reaped in religious Meet- 
ings. 2-546 
- 9720. Tis admirable to obſerve what Diffi- 
culties, even through Hail, Rain and Snow, up 
early and down late, will ſome Profeſſors wade 
through, 


_ pag. 87. 
II. REBEEKAH Toovsy, 
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through, in order to attend Markets and Fairs, 


but — ſmall Matters will ſometimes deter 


them from ſetting out to a religious Meeting. 
J had, ſaid one, intended to have been at ſuch 
a Meeting ng, but there came a Shower of Rain, 
when I was juſt going off, and prevented me. May 
we not ſay to ſuch a poor cool One, O thou of 
littie Faith! 
Our worthy Friend Thomas Chalkley obſerves 
* his Journal, Pag. 324, that © one John Pick- 
* ering, the Governor of Tortola, made ſeve- 
ee ral new Forms to accommodate the 
ce jn religious Meetings in his own Houſe, 
« which he ſent fix Miles on Mens Heads, the 
« Roads not being paſſable by Carriage, by 
« Carts, Sc. ThisI hink worth noting, ſays he 
« that their Zeal may be had in Remem nce, 
„ and that ours may be ftird up to a more 


© « religious Concern, who will ſcarce go fix Steps 


* to a religious Meeting, or will not go at all.“ 
lothly. When we remember and conſider, 
as above obſerv'd, the heavy Exerciſes and deep 
Sufferings, Spoilings of Goods, Impriſonments, 
&c. our Fore-fathers were try'd with, and mer- 
cifully enabled faithfully and nobly to endure 
and go through with Chriſtian Patience for 
their Teſtimonies-ſake, in holding their religious 
Meetings. And when we alſo hambly conſider, 
how our gracious God has rebuk'd the Storms 
of Perſecution, and has caus'd a long Calm to 
his Church and People, this marvelous Work 
of the Lord ought never 'to be forgotten, but 
thankfully, and in deep Humility, ever to be 
remembred 
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remembred and duly acknowledg'd by all the 

Profeſſors of Truth, by a Conduct truly religious, 

circumſpect and agreeable to theſe invaluable 

Favours, and in the ſincere, diligent and fervent 

Performance of all our ſeveral Duties we owe 

unto him the Author and Giver of all our Pri- 

vileges. | 138 

But oh! Friends, when the faithful in our 

Ifrael, with much Sorrow and Regret take No- 

| tice of the lamentable Lukewarmneſs of too 

| many under the Profeſſion of the bleſſed Truth 
in divers Places, who have not only too much 
forſaken the attending of Week-day Meetings, 

' but in ſome Places have quite dropt them, as 
many faithful Brethren think, to the great and 
certain Loſs of themſelves, their Families and 
their Children, and to the Diſhonour of our gra- 

cious God, to the Diſadvantage of our Society 
in general, and the great Affliction of the liv- 
ing Members thereof, and is like to prove, as 
many good Friends fear, an Inlet to other undue 

Liberties and hurtful Things. 

| While I am writing theſe Words, the mourn- 

1 ful Expoſtulation of Moſes, with backſliding 

Iſrael of old, ſprings in my Mind, wherein he 
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not he thy Father that hath bought thee ? Hath he 
not made thee and eſftabliſh'd thee, &c, Where- 
fore, with much Concern of Mind, for the 
Lord's Sake, for the Welfare. of yourſelves, Fa- 
milies and Children, (that have them) I cordially 
and compaſſionately addreſs you, who may be 


guilty 


So 

guilty of this Defection and Revolt here men- 
tion'd and mourn'd for. Pray conſider in time 
of this your Negligence, as the certain Effects 
of your lighting the Reproofs, Teachings and 
Operations of the Spirit of Truth ye make Pro- 
feſſion of; and I beſeech you, take away the 
Cauſe, that the Effects. may ceaſe, by timely, 
diligently and devoutly retireing to, and obey- 
ing this precious Gift of God in your own 
Hearts, whereby ye may be help'd, before 
your Day be over, to repair thoſe lamentable 


Breaches, and, as I may ſay, rebuild theſe very 


ſorrowful Deſolations. Oh! Friends, is this a 
Time to drop your religious Meetings, when 


the Lord hath ſo marvelouſly open'd our Way, 


ſo that, through the Clemency of the mild 
Government we live under, we, as a People, 
are not only tolerated, but protected in attending 
them? He hath wonderfully, as I may fay, 
divided and open'd our Way through the Oppo- 


ſition of ſecular Powers, penal Laws, Priſon- 


houſes, &c. Shall any of us now fit down at Eaſe 
in any Engagement of this uncertain World, 
ſhort of a truly religious Concern and Perſever- 
ance in the Way and Work of Regeneration, 
when, I fay, our Way is thus open'd ? I beg of 
you, by the Mercies of Chriſt, duly to remem- 
ber, and practiſe according to the Command 
of the Almighty, when he had open'd the Way 
for his People, ſaying, —Speak to my People that 
they go forward, And, my Beloved, herein ear- 
neſtly ſought after, and in the good Will of the 
Goſpel treated with, ſufter me to fay, as this 

grievious 
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grievous dropping of Week-day Meetings may 
juſtly be call d a Backfliding from the Purity and 
Integrity of our worthy Ancients, and the Prac- 
tice of the Faithful in this Day, and from the 
repeated Advices and Directions of many Parti- 
culars, as well as our Vearly- meeting from Time 
to Time, who have been engaged to counſel in di- 
vine Love; let ſuch remember the tender Call of 
the Lord to his backfliding 1rae! of old, with 
the Heart · affecting conditional Promiſe annexed 
thereto, Return ye bachſliding Children, and 1 
wilt heal your Backſlidings ; which gracious and 
compaſſionate Promiſe, I humbly hope, will be 
vouchſafed unto you, in caſe ye ſhall rightly 
obſerve the gracious Invitation to return, and 
ſhall'be ſincerely and heartily concern'd hence- 
forward to let your paſt Negligence ſuffice, and 
for the future uſe your utmoſt Diligence to 
make your Calling and Election ſure, and ſhall, 
as the Apoſtle exhorted the Epheſians, walk cir- 
cumſpectly, not as Fools, but as Wiſe, redeeming the 
Time, becauſe the Days are evil: That when the 
great and notable approaching Day ſhall come, 
wherein each of you ſhall be called to an Ac- 
count, —Come, give an Account of thy Steward- 


ſhip, for thou ſhalt be no longer Steward; each of 


you may receive this moſt defirable and welcome 


Mat. xxv. Sentence, — Well done, thou good and faithful 


Servant, thou haſt been faithful over a few 
Things, I will make thee Ruler over many Things; 
enter thou into the Foy of thy Lord. 

But, alas! alas ! how can they expect to be 


then denominated good and faithful Servants, 


who 


1271 


who in this gracious Toleration are thus un- 
gratefully neglecting or dropping their Week 
day Meetings, and ſo ſlighting the encouraging 
Expreſſions of bleſſed Jeſus, the righteous Judge 
of the Quick and Dead, while they are yet in 
Health and Strength, and in a Capacity to meet 
together with the two or three? Fes 

Again, may it be obſerv'd, that when Meſes, 
that faithful Servant of the Lord, was near 
leaving the People, being one Hundred and 
twenty Years old, he wrote the Law, and de- 
liver'd it to the Prieſts which bore the Ark of 
the Lord, and unto all the Elders of Iſrael. 
with this pofitive Command and Charge, fay- 


ing, Gather the People together, Men, Women and Deut. 
Children, and thy Stranger which is within thy r 124 


Gates, that they may hear, and that they may © 
learn and fear the Lord your God, and obſerve 
to do all the Words of this Law : And that their 
Children, which have not known any Thing, may 
hear and learn to fear the Lord your God, as 
long as ye live in the Land whither ye go over 
Jordan 7o poſſeſs it. 2 

Pleaſe to mark here, Strangers, and even 
Children, were not to be overlook'd or left at 
Home, but to appear among the Elders at the 
Time and Place appointed; neither were the 
People of the Lord to drop or omit the due Per- 
formance of this Charge ſo long as they ſhould 
live in the Land. Shall Goſpel Duties then 
be dropt in this glorious Goſpel Diſpenſation? 
How many good Friends, even upon their dying 
Beds, have been frequently concerned to _— 
| their 


3 


their Survivors, diligently and duly to attend 
religious Meetings ? 25 75 

May we remember that the Jeus began their 
Preparation of the Sabbath, at three o Clock in 
the Afternoon of the aforegoing Day, that is, 
of the Sixth-day of the Week : Should we not 
therefore now, as the Meeting-day and Time 
approaches, be, after a ſuitable Manner, abſtract- 
ing our Minds and Thoughts from earthly 
Things, and get into a proper Concern for meet- 
ing in the Name of Jeſus, with the two or three, 
in order to know him in the Midſt of us. But 
would it not be a very ſorry and piteous Caſe, if 
any of us ſhould have our Minds ſo ingroſs'd 
and employ'd with Things of this World, that 
we ſhould go talking and communing, on the 
Meeting-days, about earthly Concerns, almoſt 
to the Meeting-houſe Door, and likewiſe, Meet- 
ing being broken up, reſume the ſame worldly 
Subjects of Diſcourſe? If ſuch ſhould in the 
Meeting receive any Share of the heavenly Seed 
into their Hearts, (being too much like the High- 
way Ground) are they not in Danger of having 
the ſame devour'd by the Fowls of the Air? Oh! 
therefore, how great Care and Circumſpection 
ought we to be found in, both in going to our 
Meetings, waiting reverently in them, and awful- 
ly returning from them, and even in the whole 
Courſe of our ſhort and uncertain Time? If 
therefore an honeſt Concern of this kind was 
come into, and duly obſery'd by the Profeſſors 


of Truth, that is, a proper Exerciſe, a ſtrict 


Obſervation of the Hour appointed, and a 
| ſuitable 
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ſuitable Concern and waiting for the ſenſible 
Enjoyment: of the divine Preſence ;. all which 
neceſſary Steps I am well aflur'd the Principle 
we profeſs would, if rightly obey'd, lead all its 
Profeſſors into; our religious Meetings would 
in the beſt Senſe, become Times and Places of 
Pleaſure and Profit united; and as for the moſt 
Part, or often, our Meetings have in them ſome 
Children, ſome infirm Perſons, who are: ſcarce 
able to endure very long: Meetings, though we 
cannot limit the Continuation of our Meetings 
by the Clock or Hour-glaſs; yet by the Methods 
aboveſaid, 'thro' the Lord's Bleſſing thereupon, 
Meetings would be ſhott and ſweet, and the 
Performance of this our reaſonable Duty would 
be render d unto the general not grievous, but 
joyous and profitable, even to the ſincere Weak- 
lings of the Flock, according to the Aſſertion 
of him who has promiſed his bleſſed: Company, 
— My Toke is eaſy, and my Burthen is light. And 
inaſmuch as our Profeſſion. of the Guidance and 
Teachings of the holy Spirit in the Goſpel Diſ- 
penſation, implies an Abrogation of the typical 
Ceremonies commanded and practiſed under the 
Mqſaick Law, how greatly it behoves us, and 
under how cloſe Obligations do we lie, who 
profeſs the bleſſed Truth, ſo to demean ourſelves 
at all Times, and in all Places, (but eſpecially 
in our religious Meetings) that nothing: incon- 
ſiſtent with our high Profeflion may appear; 
no ſcandalous Dulneſs or Sleepineſs, no gaping or 
yawning, no wandering Eyes, no unbecoming 


or reſtleſs Poſtures, may ever appear in the Times 
of 


* 
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of our Devotion; for, to be ſure, whether we 
watch ourſelves rightly or not, the Eyes of the 
People are upon us; and if, while we profeſs 
to be come beyond Orteinoniet, formal Prayer, 
premeditated Sermons, formal Singings, and the 
like, any of us ſhould be ſo unhappy and un- 
wiſe, by an imprudent Conduct, Lukewarmneſa, 
and an unconcerned Frame of Mind in our re. 
ligious Meetings, to give: Occaſion to any that 
have their Eyes upon us, ſome it may be for 
Good, and ſome otherwiſe; to ſay, ur, or 
of ut, are ſo poor, that "we' have neither” $h 
nor Subſtance, we ſhall certainly. min our Souls 
and be bad Examples to others. Jt 

Finally, my Friends; having in 42h. v 1084 
charity and good Will, not (I aſſure you) with 
a View:-churliſhly to expoſe the Failings of any 
weak Brother or Siſter, but rather by Way of 
Caution to all where theſe Lines may come; 
made the foregoing Remarks, I now moſt dearly 
ſalute you our dear and near F riends, who have 
dedicated the Day of your Health and 8 
to the Service of Truth, in diligently attending 
Meetings, and faithfully diſcharging your Duties 
therein, but now either thro' want of Health, 
or by reaſon of old Age, or other Circums 
ſtances, are 'render'd incapable of appearing in MW 
religious Aſſemblies; be not diſcouraged, the 
Lord is with you, his holy Arms are — you. 
Truft in the Lord, for in the Lord Fehovah ts 
everlaſting Strength He, who accepts of a Man 
according to what he hath, and not according 
to what he hath not, will accept of your _— 
| an 
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and private Devotions, and you may, I truſt, by 

Faith, lay hold on theſe Words of Chriſt, as if 
ſpoken to you, Fear not little Flock, for it is Luke xii, 
your Father's good Pleaſure to give you the King- 3* 
dom. And alſo, I am fatisfied ye may lay hold 

on that Promiſe. F a Man love me, be will Jobn xiv. 
keep my Words, and my Fatber will love bim, and 
we will. come unto him, and make our abode with 
him. O my.dearly Beloved, although you be 
depriv'd of appearing perſonally with your dear 
Friends [in publick Aſſemblies, you have here 
each of you, through the moſt merciful Con- 
deſcenſion of the Lord, a moſt comfortable, 
moſt gracious Promiſe of the permanent Com- 
pany of the Father and the Son, who will make 
their abode; with youyÿrƷĩr. 


In the Love of the everlaſting Goſpel I greet 
you, and bid you all, Farewel, who am 


Nur truly well-wiſhing Friend, 


DAVID HALT. 


P. S. Some may perhaps have ſaid, or may 
ſay, I can have as good a Meeting with a good 
Book by my Fire- ſide, as you can have at your pub- 
lick Aſſembly. Anſw. We muſt own the Lord 
is omnipreſent, and will undoubtedly own his 
Peoples private Devotion, though they cannot 
perſonally attend with their Friends; but whilſt 
they are favoured with the Bleſſing of Health 
1 D 2 and 
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and Strength, it is according to the Apoſtle's 
Exhortation, Heb. x. 25, and divers other Scrip- 
tures, their undoubted Duty to meet and aſ- 
ſemble together, to demonſtrate their Care for 
the Maintenance of the publick Worſhip of 
Almighty God. And it is often obſerved, "that 
this pretended Fire- ſide Devotion is only an 
Excuſe, and tends to the Deſtruction rather 
than Edification, not only. of ſuch Particulars, 
but of the Society in general. 

I much deſire that the worthy and wholſome 
Advices, lovingly and ſuitably, from Time to 
Time, recommended to us by our Yearly- 
Meeting on divers particular Accounts, and 
eſpecially theſe that follow, as pertinent to the 
Matter in hand, may be read and _y obſery'd 
by us all. ; 


Yearly-Mecting's Epiſtle, 1754. 
« We farther find ourſelves, dearly beloved 


«© Brethren, earneſtly concern'd to remind you 
* of another Mark of Degeneracy too viſible 
among us, vis. a Negligence of attending 
« our appointed Meetings for Worſhip, both 
on the Firſt-days and other Days of the 
„Week: A Neglect which calls for ſeaſonable 
©*© Reproof, and a preſſing Exhortation, that a 
** religious Concern of attending all your Meet- 
* ings, and eſpecially of your Week-day Meet- 
*© 1ngs, may grow, increaſe, and become more 
general; this we recommend as the proper 
Means of renewing your Strength, and as 

«« ſuitable 


A 


A 


4 


1 aa _ a 1 1 tn. i 3 _—4 _ 


x” TT R _j 5 WwEF 4. Hy” » 


cc 


6c 
cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


. 


£c 
cc 


( 43 ] 
ſuitable Opportunities of abſtracting your 
Thoughts from the Hurries and Incumbrances 
of worldly Affairs, and of habituating your 
Minds to a ſerious Meditation on heavenly 
Things: And, dear Friends, let not the Small- 
neſs of your Numbers diſcourage \ you - from 
conſtantly attending thoſe Meetings, inaſmuch 
as the Words of Chriſt remain unchangeably 


true and ſtedfaſt, Where two or three are ga- Mat. 
thered together in my Name, there am I in the *vili. 20. 


Midft of them. And as your Affections come 
to be ſet on Things that are above, your De- 
light will be in frequent Retirement froni the 


World, its Trade and Concerns, and your 


chiefeſt Care will be to lay up Treaſure in 
Heaven, ſecure from the Reach of Corrup- 
tion and Diſappointment ; and then where 
your Treaſure is, there will your Hearts be 
alſo. But on the contrary, it hath. been juſtly 
obſerv d, that where Remiſneſs and Neglect 
of attending Meetings for Worſhip hath 
prevail'd, it hath been too often an Inlet to 
farther Declenſion, and an Introducer of ſuch 
other undue Liberties, as the Truth and its 
Guidance do by no means admit of. | 

« The real and ſubſtantial Enjoyment of 


Peace, increaſing in Proportion to your Pro- 


greſs in Obedience, your Aſſemblies for the 


Worſhip of Almighty God will become your 


chiefeſt Joy; and your own Taſte and Ex- 
perience of the Conſolations therein receiv'd, 
will attract you to thoſe Places of ſpiritual 
Feeding and Refreſhment, with an Earneſt- 

D 3 „ neſs 
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neſs of Deſire, even ſuperior. to that af A 


natural Man, when being hungry, he reſorts 


to the Place of receiving his daily-Bread. As 
you attain this excellent Diſpoſition of Mind, 
you'll rather come before than after the ax 

pointed Time of aſſembling, and render the 


Repetition of the wholſome Advices, often 


given on that _— leſs rer eren in Tange 


to come.” 


\ 


30 Vearh)- Meeting 8 Epiſtle, 1 7 55. 


« Let us, we earneſtly intreat you, Brethren, 
under. the preſent Circumſtances of outward 
Eaſe and Liberty in Matters of Religion, 
which God in his Mercy hath influenced the 
King and Parliament to continue to theſe 
Nations, beware of indulging ourſelves, and 
of fitting down at Reſt, or falling aſleep, 
in a State of Indolence and carnal. Security, 


Sc. And, dear Friends, be mindful to attend 


your religious Meetings at the Times ap- 
pointed, and labour diligently to have your 
Minds gather'd to the Gift of divine Grace in 
your own Hearts, that ſo you may witneſs a 
profiting by your coming together. 'Where- 
fore, aſſemble yourſelves in Fear, and hold 
your Meetings in an awful, humble, and 
reverent Frame of Spirit, conſidering your- 


© ſelves as under the Inſpection of his all- ſeeing 


Eye, who penetrates into the moſt inmoſt 
Receſſes of Men's Hearts, and from whom 
nothing can be hid,” x 
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T Orvithſtanding Lhave 33 heretics 
taken the Freedom to write unto, you in 
kracheriy Love, it may be, in ſome Degtee to 
the like Import with the following Lines; yet 
neyertheleſs, often remembring you inn Pray- 
els, in a renewed Manner I now ind Drawings 
in my Mind again hereby to falute you. in the 
Love of the Goſpel, even in a deat and near 
Manner, with earneſt Defires that ye may every 
one, in 5 ſeveral Stations Growth and Capa- 
cities, whether Elders or Younger, Patents or 
Children, Maſters or Servants, be truly obedient 
D4 2 
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to the Dictates and Guidance of the bleſſed 
Spirit of Truth ye profeſs, that thereby ye may 
be preſerv'd from every hurtful Thing, and may 
be guided into all Truth, both in your temporal 
Concerns and religious Duties, and in faithfully. 
bearing your ſeveral Chriſtian Teſtimonies for 
God (when call'd thereunto) againſt Tithes, 
and all antichriſtian Impoſitions, Cuſtoms and 
Demands whatſoever, and may be graciouſly 
help'd to reduce to Practice thoſe excellent Pre- 
cepts of the Apoſtle to the Epheſian Church, 
vis. Children obey your Parents in the Lord, for 
this is right. Honour thy Father and Mother, 
(which is the firſt Commandment with Promiſe) 
that it may be well with thee, and thou mayſt live 
long on the Earth. And, ye Fathers, provoke not 
your Children to Wrath, but bring them up in the 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. Servants, 
be obedient to them that are your Maſters according 
to the Fleſh, with Fear and Trembling, in fingle- 
neſs of your Heart, as unto Chriſt ; not with Eye- 
ſervice, as Men-pleaſers, but as the Servants of 
Chrift, doing the Will of God from the Heart; 
with good Will doing Service, as to the Lord, and 
not to Men: Knowing that whatſoever good Thing 
any Man doeth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the 
Lord, whether he be bond or free. And, ye 
Maſters, do the ſame Things unto them, forbearing 
Threatning, knowing that your Maſter alſo is in 
Heaven, neitber is there Reſpect of Perſons with 
him. Finally, my Brethren, be frong in the 
Lord, and in the Power of bis Might. Put ” f 
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the whole Armour of God, that ye may be able to 
and againſt the Miles of the Devil. 

My dearly beloved Friends, in much brotherly 
Kindneſs and Charity, I tenderly ſympathize 
with you that may be under Suffering or con- 
ragement in any Reſpect, and particularly in 
this, that divers of the worthy Elders and Mini 
ſters, in ſome Places, are remov'd from you by 
Death, and divers Meetings may now be ſmall 
and reduc d; I beg you will not be too mach 
diſcourag'd on this Account; for the all-ſufficient 
Rock and Root remains, which, as ye duly ob- 
ſerve it, will ſupply all your Wants, and. will 
qualify and teach Parents and Elders to be good 
Examples, and rightly to inſtruct their Children 
and young Generation, by Precept and Pattern, 
as nurſing Fathers and nurſing Mothers, and 
likewiſe would dire& and help Children and 
Youths to demean themſelves aright toward 
Parents and Elders, Servants towards Maſters, 
and Maſters towards Servants. 

O gear Friends, I beſeech you g0 not out 
after the Lo- heres, and Lo- theres, now crying 
aloud in the Nation, but diligently attend your 
religious Meetings, both on the Firſt-days and 
Week-days, and other Meetings for Truth's 
Service, as you may find your Way 'open'd, 
while you are favoured with the Bleſſings of 
Health and Strength, and there devoutly wait 
for the ſpiritual Appearance of Chriſt, who hath 


given this gracious Promiſe, Where two or three Mat. 
are gathered together in my Name, there am I in "i 20. 


the Midft of them. 
It 
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It is now in my Heart lovingly. to addreſs and 
advi you, concerning two. particular Things 
of no ſmall Importance, vi. 
- 1}; Beſure to watch againſt the leaſt Appeat- 
ance of any Thing that — gender to Diſcord, 
and, with 1 Care — Circumſpection, labour to 
| keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 
I cor. i. No beſeech y you, as faith the Apoſtle, Brethren, 
w '* by the Name of our Lord Feſus Gori, that ye all 
| ſpeak the ſame Thing, and that there be no Divi- 
ions among you, but that ye be per fectiy joined 
together in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Fudg- 
| ment. Wherefore, whenever any Matter, of 
| 


Debate may happen to be, wherein Friends may 
be of different Sentiments, it's much to be defir'd, 
that all Friends would labour ſo to keep to and 
| under the Government of the meck Spirit of 
if Jeſus, as that all Animoſities, Ill-temper, exaſ- 
perating Expreſſions and Reſentments, may. be 
prevented, and that mutual Love, that certain 
diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtick of the Diſciples 
of Chriſt, may ever be in all Caſes ER 
and retain'd among us; which honeſt Care and 
Concern, would, I firmly believe, greatly tend 
to the Praiſe of him our heavenly Head, and 

| to the Edification of his Church and People; 

| through the Influence of the divine Spirit, ſo 
3 that we might thereby really and experimentally 
bY know the bleſſed Efficacy of divine Love, accord+ 

| 

| 

| 


ing to the Apoſtle's extenſive and moving Fon 

John iv. tion,. — God is Loue, and be that dwelleth in Love 
e dvlieth in God; 4nd; God. in bim, O bleed 
| Dwelling! 


8 | Wy O41 To ot Wy pcs rw ris bi "OD ad "TH 1." fot to bo-, th 


1 49 ] 
Dwelling l. O glorious, and fafe, O oomfartable 


- 
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Habitation! 6v 2; cn bs 
2aly. That all the young and rifing Genera- 
tion, and Children of believing Parents eſpecially, 
may carefully wait, and truly.endeavourto-know | 
and dwell under the Croſs of Chriſt, and to be 

acquainted with the bleſſed Truth, even the 
glorious Appearance of Chriſt in their own Hearts 
and Souls, being the Principle of their Educa- 
tion, and the refining, abſolutely neceſſary 
ſaving Baptiſm thereof, that thereby they may 
be made truly uſeful Members of the one Church 
and Body of Chriſt, be ſerviceable and honour- 
able Inſtruments therein, while here (as right 
Succeſſors of the faithful Miniſters and Elders, 
now gone, and going off the Stage) and Inheri- 
tors of the Kingdom of Heaven hereafter. — 


Acquaint thyſelf therefore with him, and be af Job xxii. 


Peace, ſo ſhall Good come unto thee, faith one in ** 
Job. If our dear young People would be per- 
ſwaded to chuſe the bleſſed Truth for their Por- 
tion, and the God of Jacob for the Lot of their 
Inheritance, then would the enriching Bleſſing 
of God attend them in all their Enterprizes 
then would the Lord bring up many that are 
low, to fit as among Princes, and would provide 
for them, and ſupply their Wants, according 


to the gracious Promiſe of bleſſed ſeſus, Heel Mat. vi. 


350 


ye firſt the Kingdom of Gad, and his Righteouſneſs, 


and all tbeſe Things ſball be added unto you: And 


as the royal Pſalmiſt faith, Te Lord Go is @ Pull. 
Sun and Shield, tbe Lord will give Grace and lux. 


Glory, no good Thing ill be with-bold from tbem 
that 
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that walk uprightly. And thus would they be 
preſerved from the various Snares and Gins that 
are cunningly laid by our common Adverſary for 
the Feet of the Youth, eſpecially in this afflicting 
Caſe of mixt Marriages, wherein ſo many of our 
careleſs, diſobedient Youths have ſo often fallen, 
and, alas ! yet are falling, to the inexpreſlible 
Sorrow of their honeſt Parents, and to the great 
Trouble and Exerciſe of their truly welwiſhing 
Friends, and the Society in general ; but alas! 
the greateſt Loſs is their own. And verily, we 
have many Inſtances at this Time of the miſe- 
rable Situation ſuch poor reſolute, inconſiderate 
Creatures have brought themſelves into, by their 
imprudent and diſagreeable Proceedings and 
Contracts on Account of that very momentous 
Affair of Marriage. Let therefore, I beſeech 
you my dear young and unmarried Friends, the 
Harms and By-ſteps of others, with the diſmal 

Conſequences thereof, be your timely Cautions. 
Faithful Friends in theſe forrowful Times, 
can but deeply lament to ſee ſo many of our 
young Men and Women fo far ſtraying from 
the Principles of their Education, and the ſettled 
and well known Rules of our Society in divers 
Reſpects, but in particular, I ſay, in that, (which 
is now weightily before me and many others) 
even that diſagreeable, dangerous Error of mixt 
Marriages, whereby Confuſion and Perplexity are 
uſher'd into Families, Meetings, and the Society. 

How many that might probably have been of 
ſingular Service in the Society many Ways, have 
forfeited their Unity with Friends, render'd them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves lame, and rather Cauſes of Affliction, than 
Help to the Community; have involv'd them- 
ſelves in many Inconveniences, by reſolutely 
deviating from the ſaid wholeſome and ſafe 
Rules agreed upon by the Society in the Wiſdom 
of Truth, in this very afflicting Caſe? Where- 
fore, in the Bowels of Love, once more I ear- 
neſtiy entreat you, that are not yet enthrall'd 
in that diſmal Voke of Bondage, Stand upon 
your Guard, watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into Temptation of any Kind, and eſpecially 
that ye be not allur'd into theſe Snares of bein 
unequally yobd in theſe Kinds of unſuitable 
Marriages, which have perhaps ſeem'd pleaſant 

to ſome at the firſt, but generally have, and 

MA do prove bitter Cups afterwards, it having long 
been, and yet is, the Senſe of folid and judicious 
Friends, that the Hand of divine Providence is 
againſt ſuch diſagreeable Matches. — Bread Er Prov. xx. 
Deceit is fuveet to a Man, but afterwards bis 
Mouth ſhall be fild with Gravel, faith wile 
King Solomon. 

Finally, my dearly Beloved, who have at 
Heart the Proſperity of Zion, as the preſent State 
of Affairs, with regard to the Church, and the 
ſecular Powers, ſeems loudly, in an eſpecial 
manner to, call upon us, as in Times paſt on a 
certain Occaſion Prepare to meet thy God, O 
Iſrael! I humbly and fervently beg, that we 
may dwell fo inward with the Lord, ſo humble 
ourſelyes under his mighty Hand, that we, be- 
ing ourſelves preſerv'd in Covenant with him, 
ny in true Brotherly Love, and Chriſtian Sym- 


pathy, 


14 J 
pathy, be help'd rightly to remember and pray 
for our Brethren all the World over, and par- 

ticularly for thoſe our dear Friends who may 
now be under Sufferings and Probations, occa- 
fion'd by the Commotions of War, which we in 
theſe Parts do but, as yet, hear the Rumours of, 
that the Everlaſting Arms may be underneath 
their Souls, that they may be by him directed, 
protected and ſupported through, and under all 
the Trials they may, by divine Permiſſion, meet 
with; and, with the Exhortation of the Apoſtle, 
1Cor. xvi. Match ye, ſtand faſt in the Faith, quit you 
1314 lite Men, be ſtrong. Let all your Things be done 
with Charity, I bid you Farewel, who am 


Your Brother in the Unity of the Spirit, 
and Bond of Peace, TOSS 


Skipton, ibe 24th of the 
Fifth Month 17 55. DAvI D Ha EE. 


P. S. I beſeech you, dear Friends, bear this 
further Caution and following Word of Exhor- 
tation, that is to ſay, Carefully beware of, and 

avoid that vile and antichriſtian Practice of 
Evil. ſurmiſing, backbiting, or ſpreading evil Re- 
ports of any Brother or Siſter behind their Bachs; 
but rather, if any of us ſhould hear ſomething 
amiſs concerning any Friend, let ſuch who hear 
of it, in a friendly and brotherly Manner, go 
to the Perſon of whom the Report is rais'd, 
lovingly enquire into the Truth of the Caſe, 
and friendly admoniſh as the Caſe may require, 

EE | | purſuant 
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thyſelf, left thou alſo be tempted ; ever mindful of 


$$ 3 


purſuant to that cordial and Chriſtian Direction 
of the Apoſtle,— Brethren, if a Man be over- Cal. yi, 
taken with a Fault, ye which are ſpiritual, reſtore 1. 

ach an one in the Spirit of Meekneſs, conſidering 


Chriſt's excellent damp ns as ye would that 
Men ſhould do to you, do ye fo to them likewiſe, 


I, WaktEk 
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